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revolution. On the morrow of a sudden change we would
>e fish out of water, and the fish will wriggle back to the
water.

Will, then, the change be brought about by a revolu-
tionary Act of the Legislature? This is equally unthinkable
to me, owing to the resistance of habit of thought and action.
Far be it from me to imply that this resistance amounts to
immobility. In every form of life there is what I may call
an internal accumulation of forces making for change,
When these forces are released by the care of the scientific
experimenter or by happy accident, they produce what
appear to be sudden changes. In Society to-day we arc aware
of this pent-up accumulation of forces. Capitalism violates
our moral sense as well as our reason. It brings, decade after
decade, its prolific crop of industrial failures, and these
industrial failures present not merely material, but also
spiritual ugliness. Therein lies the hope and the promise of
change which we desire, but we must work scientifically,
we must organise, we must release, we must encourage, we
must aid those creative forces, and no academic dogma,
either regarding the way in which we are to define our
Socialism, or the way in which we should carry it out,
should be allowed to stand in our path in following Truth
as it is revealed to us. We are called upon to take our part
as a conscious factor in social evolution. Our problem is to
be found at every street corner, in every factory, in every
crowd, in every slum, in every workhouse, The axioms we
have to use in solving the problem are to be found in the
experience that organisation is mightier than disorganisa-
tion, law and order mightier than anarchy and chaos,
science than rule-of-thumb, the foresight and purpose of
intelligence than a happy-go-lucky faith in the virtue of
"muddling through."

These words, and others like them in the years ahead,
sank deep into the collective consciousness of the I.L.P.
That ** the greatest intellectual asset" of the left wing of
Labour should have been an evolutionary, a realist and
a democrat was to have incalculable effects upon British